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not very compact, should be a welcome one. The book is finely printed 
on large paper, and well illustrated. 

Theodore C. Pease 

George Washington, farmer. Being an account of his home life and 
agricultural activities. By Paul Leland Haworth. With many il- 
lustrations, facsimiles of private papers, and a map of Washington's 
estate drawn by himself. (Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill company, 
1915. 336 p. $1.50 net) 
Washington. A Virginia cavalier. By William II. Mace. (Little lives 
of great men) (Chicago: Rand, McNally and company, 1916. 180 
p. $.35) 
There seems to be little flagging of the interest taken in George Wash- 
ington's life, his character and his habits, his home and family and all 
the petty detail that can serve to fill in the larger outlines we already 
know. The two works above cited are no exception to this. Haworth 
tells in most complete fashion what he has gathered from the sources at 
his disposal concerning the life of Washington at Mount Vernon as a 
farmer. 

In the "Little stories of great men" series Mace re-tells the entire 
story of Washington's life for the special use of pupils in the fifth 
and sixth grades. Each of the works is successful in portraying in our 
first president more of the man and less of the formidable and dignified 
public officer. Such versions of the life history of our great men fill a 
very real need in our national growth. The large proportion of for- 
eigners in our citizen body and the increasing complexity of our educa- 
tional system make it imperative that we have at first hand the story 
of our typical American patriots. Each generation has its own ideals 
and standards of measurement. The message of the past is quite likely 
to reach us most effectively in the vernacular of the present. We find 
in Haworth 's painstaking study new and vital material quarried out of 
the great mass of records that have been accumulating in the last few 
decades. Mount Vernon is brought nearer to us and is translated to our 
young people, as well as to the more mature reader, in terms at once 
clear and interesting. The study of early Virginia landholding and the 
problems of the farmer of the revolutionary period, as here portrayed, is 
a part of that recent revival of attention to rural life that has affected 
our whole attitude toward the farm and the conditions surrounding it. 
This consideration, quite apart from the personal interest in Washing- 
ton himself, gives this work a place among the numerous recent studies 
dealing with the same general subject. 
Mace's little manual is uneven in its subject matter and manner of 
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presentation. The story of the revolutionary war is much less success- 
fully told and does not compare in simplicity and charm with the earlier 
chapters of the work. Nevertheless, the net result is on the whole very 
satisfactory, however much we may take exception to the particular 
events the author has chosen to bring out in his narrative. The future 
volumes of this series will doubtless carry this initial success into the 
whole field of American biography. 

0. G. L. 

Writings of John Qmncy Adams. Edited by Worthington Chauneey 
Ford. Volume vi, 1816-1819. (New York: Macmillan company, 
1916. 573 p. $3.50) 

The material in this volume, comparing favorably in historical inter- 
est with that selected for the five preceding volumes, may well be divided 
into two parts. From April 6, 1816, to April 17, 1817, the letters and 
dispatches, constituting about one-third of the whole book, cover the last 
months of Mr. Adams's long career as American representative at for- 
eign courts; and European polities, diplomacy, and society continue to 
be the natural subjects for these discussions. On April 17, 1817, Adams 
accepted the office of secretary of state and his problems thereafter, until 
December 29, 1819, are chiefly those growing out of the Seminole war, 
the recognition of the South American states, the treaty with Spain, 
negotiations with Great Britain over the northern boundary and in- 
demnity for slaves carried away, and party politics. 

So completely was his time absorbed with the routine affairs of his 
new office that private letters, which were of interest alike to the student 
of history as well as to the general reader, become constantly fewer. 
"And although there are parts of your private correspondence which I 
value very highly," he wrote a friend and official, "you will I am sure 
make allowance for the impossibility of answering your private letters 
with punctuality when I assure you that I have upon my unanswered 
file letters that have lain there for months from my father. . . For 
myself I can only assure you that I have found the duties of the De- 
partment to be more than I can perform." This loss is supplemented 
only in part by the fourth volume of the Memoirs in which he wrote 
while on his journey to Washington: "But, as a first sacrifice, this 
journal must henceforth be given up or reduced to short and insignifi- 
cant minutes of the daily occurrences." 

Absorbingly interesting to-day, is the writer's summary of the atti- 
tude of European nations towards the United States. "There is al- 
ready," he says, "in all the governments of Europe a strong prejudice 
against us as Republicans, and as the primary causes of the propagation 



